[Role of reservoirs in intraarterial chemotherapy for recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma after hepatectomy].
We conducted a retrospective study on the role of reservoirs in intraarterial chemotherapy for recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) after hepatectomy. Ninety-two out of 170 patients with HCC who underwent hepatectomy from 1987 to 1992 in our institute were enrolled in this study. HCC recurred in 55 patients. A rate of good patency of the catheter of the reservoir at the time of recurrence was found in 72.7% of the patients. Transcatheter arterial embolization (TAE) for recurrent tumor was not feasible in 3 patients, because of occlusion of the hepatic artery (3.3% of patients with reservoir, 5.5% of patients with recurrence). Eleven patients were treated by intraarterial chemotherapy using the reservoir and TAE or TAE and PEIT (group R), and 11 patients were treated only with TAE and/or PEIT (group NR). Although there were no significant differences between the two groups in the number of recurrent lesions and operative procedures, tumor-free interval was shorter in group R. Cumulative survival rates after recurrence were not significant. The frequency of TAEs was lower in group R, which shortened the hospitalization for postrecurrence therapy. Thus, intraarterial chemotherapy using reservoir contributed to improvement of the quality of life of patients with recurrent HCC.